[Treatment of extensive traumatic loss of substance of the foot and ankle by free flaps. Apropos of 7 clinical cases].
The authors report 7 cases of extensive skin defects of the foot and/or the ankle treated by using a free flap. All cases presented with major trauma of the lower limb with obvious exposure of bone and joint tissues. The skin defect was covered: as an emergency in 4 cases; within the 48 hours following the trauma in 3 cases; on the 7th day after the injury in 1 case. The free flap used was: the latissimus dorsi muscle, 2 cases; the gracilis muscle, 1 case; the serratus anterior muscle, 1 case; the greater omentum, 2 cases. Arterial microanastomoses were performed onto the anterior tibial or pedal arteries, in 4 cases, and onto the posterior tibial artery in 4 cases. Except for 1 failure on the 8th day after the operation due to thrombosis of the venous anastomosis, requiring arthrodesis of the ankle, the outcome was favorable in all other cases, free of osteitis or arthritis. The authors emphasize the importance of covering defects the lower limb as quickly as possible, ideally as an emergency, when a free flap is required.